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The language of the Jacobins and the language of
the Girondins might be thought to have perished
amid ridicule and disgust; but, in fact, it underwent
a rehabilitation, like that which has fallen to the lot
of Catiline, of Nero, and of Richard III. Tocqueville
thought Democracy was inevitable, but he looked
on its approach with distrust and dread. In the
course, however, of the succeeding fifteen years two
books were published, which, whatever their popu-
larity, might fairly be compared with the writings of
which we have spoken above, for a total abnegation
of common sense. Louis Blanc2 took the homicidal
pedant, Kobespierre, for his hero; Lamartiiie7 the
feeble and ephemeral sect of Girondins ; and from
the works of these two writers has proceeded much
the largest part of the language eulogistic of Demo-
cracy, which pervades the humbler political literature
of the Continent, and now of Great Britain also.

There is indeed one kind of praise which Demo-
cracy has received, and continues to receive, in the
greatest abundance. This is praise addressed to the
governing Demos by those who fear it, or desire to
conciliate it, or hope to use it. When it has once

2 The Histoire des Girondins of Lamartine was published in
1847. The publication of the Histoire de la devolution Franchise
of Louis Blanc began in 1847, and went on till 1862 ; the Histoire
de Dix Ans of the same writer had been published in 1841-44.
The first part of De Tocqueville's work was published in 1835, the
second in 1839.